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1. SCOPE

1.1 This policy applies to all actions and decisions undertaken by Council. It formalises 
Council’s commitment in improving food security for Waratah-Wynyard and defines 
Council’s role as involving:
a) Leadership, role modelling and advocacy;
b) Community education and development;
c) Policy development and land-use planning;
d) Public health promotion and regulatory oversight; and
e) Supporting and strengthening partnerships.

1.2 The policy applies to Council operations and Council-managed activities, including 
but not limited to, official functions, community forums, workshops, meetings, and 
training. In the undertaking of its operational activities, Council may seek to work with 
or to have input from relevant community stakeholders, as appropriate. 

1.3 Council recognises the need for a coalition of government, individuals, and 
community organisations to work together to improve food security for our community. 
This Policy does not aim to outline or define the input of others in improving local food 
security and does not create onus on Council to undertake activities outside of the 
scope outlined by this policy.

1.4 This policy does not apply to food or drinks that staff, visitors or volunteers bring from 
home for their personal use or to share for personal celebrations such as birthdays 
or farewells. 

2. PURPOSE
2.1. Waratah-Wynyard Council acknowledges that with a warming climate, food security 

will worsen without intervention. 

2.2. Waratah-Wynyard Council recognises the impact food security has on the health and 
wellbeing, social connection, and liveability of our community and the associated 
environmental benefits for reducing carbon emissions of food waste disposal. Council 
understands that many of the solutions to food security have co-benefits to improving 
community wellbeing outcomes.

2.3. This policy defines Council’s commitment to improving food security and how Council 
can influence and grow:
a) A sustainable and resilient community in the way that food is grown, sourced, 

distributed, consumed and disposed of;
b) Community behaviours that encourage healthy food choices; and
c) A thriving local food industry that supports the Waratah-Wynyard municipality.

3. POLICY STATEMENT

Council will:

3.1. Prioritise healthy local catering and the use of locally owned food businesses at 
Council-led events, meetings, and functions.

3.2. Support agricultural and food industries to understand the impacts of climate change 
and weed management on farmed landscapes. 
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3.3. Educate communities on developing their own solutions to increase access to 
affordable, healthy food, building relevant skills and normalising healthy eating 
behaviours.

3.4. Increase community awareness of healthy eating and related skills on how to access, 
store and prepare food for the best health outcomes.

3.5. Inspire behavioural change in the community to reduce food waste, as well as 
supporting and encouraging organisations that reclaim and redistribute food waste.

3.6. Support initiatives that strengthen the local food system and have the potential to 
impact positively on the health and wellbeing of the community.

3.7. Receive and collect data, as appropriate, to inform the development of strategies and 
plans and the implementation of associated actions. 

3.8. Advocate for regional collaboration and support around food security issues and 
challenges, where appropriate. Where relevant, advocate to other levels of 
government for agricultural, food and preventative health policy setting that better 
serve the broader regional Tasmanian community.

3.9. Support capacity building opportunities for local producers, community organisations 
and food businesses (such as the Wynyard Foreshore Market).

3.10. Develop guidelines that support edible community gardens in local public spaces 
which aim to maximise benefits and reasonably manage the risks associated with 
such activities.

3.11. Celebrate and promote community food distribution programs, services and 
opportunities.

3.12. Develop financial assistance and/or targeted Community Activation Grant programs 
that support organisations with local food initiatives that have a health and wellbeing 
or an environmental focus.

3.13. Ensure the provision and sale of food is safe and that food handling and food hygiene 
practices are followed in accordance with legislation.

3.14. Review Council Policies as they expire to identify how they may impact negatively or 
positively on food security.

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS/TERMINOLOGY:
• Local Government Act 1993
• Food Act 2003
• Public Health Act 1997
• Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993
• At the Waratah-Wynyard Council, the title Chief Executive Officer is a term of reference for the 

General Manager as appointed by Council pursuant to section 61 of the Local Government Act 
1993; and carries the same meaning for the purposes of the Local Government Act 1993 and all 
other legislation administered by or concerning the Council.
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RELATED DOCUMENTS:
• Community Health and Wellbeing Plan 2019-2024
• Liveable Waratah-Wynyard Settlement Strategy
• Waratah-Wynyard Integrated Council Environmental Plan 2020-2030 (iCEP)
• Enforcement Policy & Guidelines
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