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In the 1860s the Seabrook Creek was
mined by the Chinese for alluvial
deposits. In 1872 some land was
bought and farmed after the Chinese
miners had moved on.

During the second World War, it
became run down and damaged by fire.
In 1970, it reverted to Crown Land.

In 1996 the Waratah-Wynyard Council
took on a 50 year lease of the 34.49
hectares under an agreement with the
State Liberal Government and Minister
Peter Hodgman. The terms allowed the
land to be used: “primarily for the
purposes of nature conservation and
subordinately for public recreation and
amusement”.

A committee of Council representatives
and local community representatives
(including Field Naturalists and
Landcare) was formed to manage
Natural Heritage Funds, allocated to the
Reserve.

Degraded areas around the creek were
revegetated with local native species
assisted by natural bush regeneration.
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The Reserve is great for wet forest birds. The visiting
keen bird watcher can expect to see and hear up to 40
forest birds, including threatened species, endemic
and specialist birds and more common birds.

The list includes three threatened species (Tasmanian
Wedge tailed Eagle, white phase of Grey Goshawk
and the Swift Parrot).

Yellow Throated
Honey Eater

Green Rosella
Yellow Throated Honey Eater
Scrubtit
Tasmanian Thornbill
Strong-billed Honeyeater
Black-headed Honeyeater

*

Brush Bronzewing
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo
Southern Boobook

Pink Robin

Olive Whistler

Satin Flycatcher

Beautiful Firetail

Bassisn Thrush

Some conspicuous and common birds include the acrobatic
Grey Fantail and the colourful Superb Fairy-Wren and
Golden Whistler.
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The native vegetation of the Reserve is
predominately of two types:

« Dry Stringybark (Eucalyptus obliqua) forest
on the drier and low nutrient slopes with
Tea Tree and Wattle.

» Wet (Stringybark ) forest in the lower areas
and along the creek (riparian zone). This wet
forest understorey consists of majestic tree
ferns with epiphytic ferns, tall blackwoods
(Acacia melanoxylon) Tasmanian Pepper and
the occasional Sassafras and Myrtle-Beach.
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» Learn more about the natural values of
Frenchs Road Nature Reserve by discovering
the Information Shelter in the centre of the
Reserve.

« Go for walks along the tracks and across the
bridges (refer map) and you may sight a Giant
Freshwater Crayfish.

« Observe the flora and fauna but do not disturb
for eg. Burrowing Crayfish “chimneys”.

« Picnic in the centre of the Reserve (a picnic
table and composting toilet is provided).

« Take a more active part in maintaining this
bush area and assisting its revegetation with
local species, by joining the Friends of
Frenchs Road. Nature Reserve Group.



